
Teachers conjure
up a spellbinding
‘Potter’ program

Editor’s note: The Special Area team
of teachers from the Chancellor Living-
ston Elementary School in Rhinebeck
met over the summer to plan a month-
long character-education unit based on
the popular Harry Potter series by J.K.
Rowland. Based on the framework of the
fictitious Hogwarts School, the unit ran
from the end of September through Octo-
ber. Physical-education teacher Kevin
Yarnell writes about the program, which
concluded Oct. 31 with the “House Cup
Assembly.”

The Special Area team of teachers
from the Chancellor Livingston Elemen-
tary School in the Rhinebeck school dis-
trict – physical education, music, art, li-
brary, bandand STEM – have successful-
ly implemented and taught their new,
cutting-edge interdisciplinary program. 

The innovative monthlong character-
education unit was developed and
planned over the summer. 

It was themed after the Harry Potter
series using the House system frame-
work of Hogwarts School. Students in 
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From left, teachers Sandy Kane, David Woulfin, Fawn Johnson, Kevin Yarnell, Ryan Edson, Nora Kindley and Steph Calli pose in their “Hogwarts
robes.”

Rhinebeck educators make magic unit for Muggles
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Fifth graders at Chancellor Livingston Elementary School playing the modified game of
quidditch.See TEACHERS, Page 7A

“Not only was the Harry Potter unit extremely high interest for our students, but the

behavioral connection it made throughout all of our specials, within each of their unique

environments, was second to none.”

BRETT KING
PRINCIPAL OF CHANCELLOR LIVINGSTON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
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Mid-Hudson

Police crack down on unsafe
driving over Thanksgiving

Police around New York state say
they’ll be ramping up patrols this
Thanksgiving to look for drunken or
distracted drivers and underage
drinkers.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo said state and
local law enforcement agencies will be
participating in the holiday crack-
down, which begins Wednesday and
runs through Sunday.

Officials say they’ll use unmarked
cars, increased patrols, sobriety
checkpoints and bar sweeps to find
people breaking the law. Cuomo said
the actions will help keep roads and
highways safe during one of the busi-
est travel times of the year.

During last year’s Thanksgiving
crackdown police arrested more than
350 drivers for impaired driving.

Wintry weather causes power
outages, prompts alerts

The sharp change in Sunday's weath-
er left more than 2,000 customers of
Central Hudson Gas and Electric Corp.
in Dutchess County with power outages
early Sunday afternoon, according to its
website.

Throughout the day, crews were
working to restore power to the affect-
ed areas. The main problem was gust-
ing winds, according to its website. By
4:45 p.m., the number of outages was
down to 720.

Of the eight counties the organiza-

tion oversees, Dutchess required the
most work, said Central Hudson spokes-
person Dana O'Neill.

On Sunday, a wind advisory was
issued by the National Weather Service
in Albany. The advisory, effective until
6 p.m. today, warned that wind speeds
would steadily increase throughout
Sunday.

The Hudson Valley saw the first
significant snowfall of the season early
Sunday, but most of the snow turned to
rain by the afternoon. The weather
service reported a chance of snow with
about a half-inch possible overnight in
Poughkeepsie. 

Wind gusts of up to 45 mph in some
regions will make driving conditions
dangerous, according to a statement
from Gov. Andrew Cuomo. 

Especially during this morning’s
commute, there is a risk of white-out
conditions with the snow and the wind,
and gusts could bring down tree limbs
and power lines.

The Watch Center in the State Office
of Emergency Management, as well as
Office of Emergency Management
Central Regional Operations Center in
Syracuse, will have more staff on hand
Sunday evening through today, the
statement said.

Division of Homeland Security and
Emergency Services Commissioner
John P. Melville said New Yorkers
should prepare.

“Now is the time to review your fam-
ily emergency plan, determine what
supplies are needed and stored to be
prepared for any emergency,” he said. 

In Brief

POUGHKEEPSIE - To Sasson
“Sassy” Reuven, military service is a
duty rather than a choice.

Reuven, a veteran of the Israel De-
fense Special Operation, didn’t have a
say when he enlisted at age 19. In Israel,
citizens are required to serve for about
three years. 

After that, they are expected to re-
turn to the reserve for 30 days a year
until they are 45.

But Reuven never minded that ser-
vice was forced upon him.

Protecting Israel — particularly
from its neighboring countries — is
something he sees as a responsibility to
his country.

“It is part of being a citizen,” said
Reuven, who now lives in Los Angeles.
“Protecting my country is the number
one priority.”

He was scheduled to share experi-
ences from his time in the “Red Beret”
paratrooper unit in a Sunday-night talk
at the Hampton Inn. 

Chabad of the Mid-Hudson Valley,
host of the event, reached out to Reu-
ven, who is a member of Chabad of Ca-
labasas in California.

Rabbi Yacov Borenstein, director of
Chabad of the Mid-Hudson Valley, said
that, with all of the turmoil in Israel,
hearing from Reuven would be espe-
cially appropriate. 

"I thought it would be fitting that he
come here and speak on this topic," he
said. 

His wife, Hindy Borenstein, added
that Reuven is a hero, one who has
served God with courage.

"He's an inspiration because you
have to stand up for what is right," she
said. "You can't just close your eyes to
evil."

As a member of the Red Berets, Reu-
ven took part in several covert opera-
tions, but perhaps the best known was
the counter-terrorist hostage-rescue
mission code-named “Operation Thun-
derbolt.”

In 1976, an Air France plane with 248
passengers was hijacked by two Pales-
tinian and two German radicals. The
terrorists stated their objective was to
free Palestinian militants in Israel and
elsewhere.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Sasson "Sassy" Reuven

Israeli
veteran
talks on
service
Reuven discusses
protecting country
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See VETERAN, Page 4A
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PROBLEM PERMANENT
SOLUTION

NEVER CLEAN
YOUR GUTTERS
AGAIN

FOR 12 MONTHSt

NOMONEY DOWN
NOPAYMENTS
NOINTERESTPLUS

25%Off*

GUTTER HELMET
& HELMET HEAT FREE

GUTTER CLEANINGAND TUNE UP*
WITH GUTTER HELMET INSTALLATION

AND

$300
VALU

E

CALL FOR A FREE
IN-HOME CONSULTATION

(845)245-2752
HuffNPuffInc.com
28 Fair Ave #2, Middletown, NY 10940

21-DAYS ONLY!!
END OF SEASON BLOWOUT EVENT!

* Void where prohibited by law. Promotions may not be combined or used with prior purchases. Customer will receive 25% off total list purchase price. Promotion to be applied by sales representative at time of contract execution with 75 foot minimum purchase. Available at time of initial visit only. Expires 12/18/2016. Free gutter cleaning and tune
up applies only to gutters on which new Gutter Helmet is purchased. (t) No Money Down, No Interest, No Payments applies if the balance is paid in full within 12 months. Huff ‘N Puff [HNP] is neither a broker nor a lender. Financing is provided by 3rd party lenders unaffiliated with HNP, under terms and conditions arranged directly between the
customer and such lender, all subject to credit requirements, approval and satisfactory completion of finance documents. Finance terms advertised are estimates only. HNP is not responsible for typos. © 2016 Huff ‘N Puff.

A BRAND NEW TOY,
A HOT HOLIDAY MEAL...

You can make a big difference in 

someone’s life. For the past 33 years, 

Holiday Helping Hand has helped 

children, families-in-need, the elderly 

and others have a happy holiday. Last 

year, hundreds of Dutchess families 

received a hand because people like 

you donated over $36,700.

Every penny of your tax deductible 

contribution to Holiday Helping Hand 

goes directly to the needy in our 

community. All administrative costs 

are absorbed by United Way, which 

administers Holiday Helping Hand with 

the Poughkeepsie Journal. 

This holiday season, a little money 

can go a long way for someone in 

need. Give to Holiday Helping Hand. 

Send this coupon with your donation to: 

Holiday Helping Hand, United Way of the 

Dutchess-Orange Region, 75 Market 

St., Poughkeepsie, NY 12601. For more 

information or to donate online, go to 

www.uwdor.org/hhh.

HOLIDAY HELPING HAND

 Yes! I want to help! Here is my contribution of $______________

 Please publish my name.

 Please keep this donation anonymous.

 Please accept this gift in the name of:  __________________________________

Name:  ____________________________________________________________

Address:  ___________________________________________________________

City: ____________________________ State: ______ Zip: _____________

Make your donation to: United Way of the Dutchess-Orange Region

75 Market St., Poughkeepsie, NY 12601. Make checks payable to Holiday Helping Hand or 

donate online at www.uwdor.org/hhh.

grades three through five were involved
with the project that was taught during
the month of October. The unit consisted
of an opening “Sorting-Hat Assembly,” a
“Tri-Wizard Tournament” and a closing
“House-Cup Assembly.” 

During the Sorting-Hat Assembly, the
students and staff were sorted into the
four Hogwarts Houses – Gryffindor,
Slytherin, Hufflepuff and Ravenclaw.
Students earned House-Cup beads by
demonstrating the following character
traits – collaboration, integrity, respect
and responsibility – while learning in the
various Special Area classrooms. 

The Tri-Wizard Tournament was con-
ducted toward the end of the month with
the gym divided into sections (the four
different Houses) to reinforce the con-
cept of the students working coopera-
tively to accomplish a variety of charac-
ter education-based tasks.

Finally, to conclude the unit, the stu-
dents participated in the Quidditch
Championships as part of the House-Cup
Assembly. 

Students, staff, administrators and
parents all enjoyed the unit and want to
see it continue. 

The focus on building positive charac-
ter traits for the students of Chancellor
Livingston Elementary School received
rave reviews. 

“Not only was the Harry Potter unit
extremely high interest for our students,
but the behavioral connection it made
throughout all of our specials, within
each of their unique environments, was
second to none,” Principal Brett King
said. “The unit provided a framework
for a common language among our stu-
dent body as it related to their collective
positive behavior.” 

In addition, students were taught var-
ious Harry Potter-themed lessons in
each of the Special Area classrooms.
Here is a description from the Special
Area Teachers about the Harry Potter
units taught within their own class-
rooms.

Phys Ed: Kevin Yarnell and Ryan
Edson

“By modifying the gymnasium class-
room and equipment, we did our best to
replicate Queerditch Marsh, where the
game of Quidditch was invented. Each
student received a Firebolt broomstick
(a foam hockey stick for imaginary
flight) to use during Quidditch games.
During the month, the students compet-
ed in various modified Quidditch match-

es to practice their team sport skills and
strategies.”

Music: Sandy Kane

“The students in grades four and five
explored film scores and the musical
world of Harry Potter. 

Through their study of John Williams,
they learned how a composer uses leit-
motif in a film score to represent charac-
ters, places and how these themes make
a film come alive.”

Art: Fawn Johnson

“Fifth-grade students created papier
mâché owls to display throughout the
school. Fourth-graders painted designs
on feathered quills and then used them to
practice their cursive. 

They also used a continuous line
drawing technique to create colorful ab-
stract owl drawings. Third-graders used
a “secret ingredient” (shaving cream)
somewhat like a “magic potion” to mar-
bleize paper, which became the back-
ground for their chalk pastel dragon
drawings.”

Library: Nora Kindley

“The library was turned into Platform
93⁄4 from the Harry Potter series. It was
complete with a magical brick wall and
Wizarding World decorations. 

Fifth-graders performed a play;
fourth-graders had a magic celebration
with various activities; and third-grad-
ers heard ‘The Tales of Beedle the
Bard.’”

Band: Steph Calli

“The House Cup beads were used to
reinforce the positive behavior and char-
acter traits (respect, responsibility, in-
tegrity and collaboration) that were be-
ing taught during the monthlong charac-
ter education unit.”

STEM: David Woulfin

“Students in grades four and five
learned that cooperation always leads to
the most positive, interesting and suc-
cessful solutions as they worked on vari-
ous problem-solving challenges. Fifth-
graders designed and built robots while
fourth-graders learned about kinetic/po-
tential energy and collisions. All of the
projects were collaborative and focused
on teaching students how important it is
to listen to and respect their peers.”

Teachers
Continued from Page 3A


